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Trouble Brewers
In the confuscd and baffling news

r :o7rning the rcsignation of the
Briand Ministry it is not easy forati
American to discover the roots of
thi i rouble.
Why the angry friction between

< cal Britain and France? On both
sides is acknowledgment, as there
i of the communities of inter¬
est and sentiment that link two great

plcs. France recognizea tho im-
mensity of Britain's sacrifices, and
Bi tain surely doea not. forget how
I rance, with forts of living flesh,
barred thc way to tho onrush of a

barbarian horde. ln the hrotherhood
of the trenches sleep together tlie
tveai rv of the brown and tho wear-

1 b] ie. So thc- cleavage can't
h deep.

why any at all? I*'rance has
cried il against tho injustice

of ol jections, when she was denied
; :urity, to her measures

for self-protection. But nt Cannes,
.¦¦; t before the explosions, Lloyd
<.' rge, deerning that British opinion

at last ready for a forward step,
ofl d the asked-for protection,

:' waa not material for a quarrel,
was the crisis precipitated by

propoi als to scale down German
mi nts. Rathenau, the

* lan o u sate, had been turned
:'.'3i.. ¦.' plcas for abatement being

tl with the clearest state-
thal yel i!as been niadc that a

natii n with $150,000,000,000 in prop-
crty an pay 13,000,000,000 if it has
thi -i will.

hi re i\ ideni e that tho split
....-.¦ Russia was to be re-

blif ation t pay the
mill ar Is of francs that the French

nl 33 Ivanced to the building up
of R issian railroads and public
woi On thc contrary, the invita-
7:'..,3 * tho Soviet government, al-
t' ugh hly objectionable <>n moral
groundi a sunied that Russia should
ar ange to pay her debt, ni.tl thus is
not to be rat< ti as anti French.

Whal. ..! en, the explanation of
thc amazing rupture? Tho simple
enc t; ¦'. an outbroak of a spirit
of !' IIj artificially developed seems
as i'!;;3i-3.¦i^ ai any other. Tho folly
consists ii; yielding to tho blandish-
mcnl of I who in both Great
Britain and France have been work-

t ir.u: in the German interest and
I towai ...':¦ thc war's victory.

1 Greal Britain .¦ .. Kej nes schooi
S ha ;. adiiy pr« ached the doc.trine,

.. ".'">. couldn't pay, and
Lat ly thal houldn't be required

Pay. Voross the Channel, taking
»w

' i,;'' opagan la, and also of
«>c propaganda directed fio condon-
B than t.> condemning Bol-

'. Bh< \ m. a large \tiu\ of the French
. pnl li bei ome infected with the
I idea thal all Greal Britain was poi-

8oi 7 manj Frenchmen have
S hrcn led to fear vital surrenders.
| firsl bv i li mem can and recently by
"' Briand -and their attitude has been
'., widely misrepresented as militaristic
and aggTessive. Keynes and his
schooi and (ho overfearful of France
have thus collaborated to help Ger¬
many. Perhaps this has not been the
ntention, but intentions do not de-

;. termine consequences.
Those who would add to good in¬

tentions a common-sense capacity to
adopl good methods should unito to

:t suppress the sowers of the soeds of
di ird. In every Allied country
..-u«-'n r.ro pestiferously aetive. They
..loak themselves with pious desires,
but within they are foul and rotten.

lhe duty of sound men and
.. .3.3. :: to suspect the motives and to
reject tiie advice of any persons who

excu <¦ would foment distrust
among tho winners of the war. Their
differonces of interest are mainly im-
aginary. Fo:- every matter of legiti-
mate opposition there nre a hundred
commanding union and mutual confi-
dencc.

Synuralogy
Oi the piinciplo that a living <iog

is better than a dead lion, it has been
decided to rescind the order "They
¦hall not pass!" which was so brave-
ly and so drfiantly issued by the city
authorities to the army of synura*.
For th«» policy of "You may fire when
you rsee the whites of their eye-"" has !
hem sub?tituted i!.e doctrine of
watchfu] ¦waitinjf, and on the banks
*>f the Kensico experts are sampling
th*t waters at stated hours, and hope-
¦fully report them constantly less
tynJefTT\ tfl* XZOZat <U BalM»!» ABBUI

dispatehes that, bear a suspiclous
semblance to propaganda, claiming
liourly that the taste is disappcaring.
Despite the fact that it ia an accept¬
ed principle of applied psychology
that the constant iteration of a truth
tends to make it believed, certain
cynics elaim that in the present case
the statement that the taste is dirain-
ished is not a truth, and that no niere

repetition can make it ao. In fact,
the statement has merely re-aroused
the traditional American disrespect
for experts. If, says thc Manhattan-
ite, the experts say the taste is less
obvious, they simply know not where-
of they speak.
The latest addition to the litera-

ture of synuralogy tends to show
that the synura and all the little
synurse are temperamental. When
kindly treated they are sweet and
odorless. Thc same thing, so this au-

thority points out, ia true of a well
known little black-and-white striped
animal described in the dictionary as
"an American mephitinc mustcloid
rarnivore." When annoyod he never
fails to make his prcsencc known,
even though out of sight and sound.
Copper sulphate, which has been

fed to the whole synura family, ap-
parcntly has a bad effect upon them,
and causes them to give forth the ob-
noxious oil in increasing volume. Thc
new policy of watchfu! waiting is,
therefore, to be based on thc princi-
p!e of giving tlie synurae no offense.
I'erhaps it can be snmmed up best by
paraphrasing the old rhymc:

"Bc kind and gentlc to the bujj
And do not call him names

Like 'Slimy-Fkin' and 'Pollywog.'
And likewiso 'Oily James.'"

Elastic Tariff Rates
Senator Smoot has joined the ad-

vocatea of an elastic tariff. His
amendments to the Fordney bill
empower thc President to increase
or decrcasc the rates it fixes by not
more than 50 per cent. The pur-
pose of the increases or decreases
would be to ofTset tho effect of
fluctuating foreign exchange, to
prevent "dumping" and to forestall
discrimination of foreign countries
against American commerce.

In ordinary times so wide a lati-
tude would not be necessary. But
in the upset condition of world
trade situations change rapidly ana
the. makers of a tariff law cannot
foresee the changes. The slow rem-

edy of legislative action is to be
supplemented by the quick rcn3cdy
of Executive proclamation. But no

changes are to be made under Mr.
SmooL's plan except after investiga¬
tion and hearings, and when made
are not to go into effect for thirty
day a.

An adjustable tariff system has
many n3crits in thc way of steady-
ing trade. It clamps the lid down
on undesirablo imports. sold at an

artificially low figure in order to
injure home industry. It prevents
a harmful monopolization of the
home market in case duties rise to
n prohihitive level. Settled eco¬
nomic conditions stabilize trade suf-
ficiently to justify rates fixed in ad¬
vance for a considerable term. But
tlie world is still a long way from
settlement. A device which pro¬
vides for prompt readjustment
would help to make the tariff legis¬
lation of an abnormal period more
efficient and equitable.

Bogus Home Rulers
ln announcing t!iat he will take

no hand in the revision of the New
York (ity charter Governor Miller
say-. rather wearily:

"I expect thc commission will <ic-
vise thc largest measure nf home
rule. I mean hy that that control
by New York (.ity over. purely local
aiTairs should go to suitable agencies,
which I trust will bc set up in any
charter that may be udoptcd.
"Tho truth i.s that nobody wants

home rule for Xew York except as
Komcthing to talk about, and tlio
people who are ta!l;ip.g about it
most want it least. Just as soon aa
they get home ru!e they will be
complaining that they can't run up
to Albany and get relief from this
or that."
In these few sentences the Gov-

ernor prosents one phase of the
home rule problem. Just now the
Tammany officials of the city are

clamoring against interfcrence from
Albany, and, of course, are able to
make a good paper case for home
rule. Theoretically, a city ought to
run its own affairs in its own way.
lf they were run badly or eorruptly
the fault would be with tlie people
who elected thc officials. They could
do better at the next election.
But Tammany wants home rule

only when it is completely in power.
Tlie instant its representatives are
ousted from public office Mr. Mur¬
phy sends his henchmen hotfoot to
Albany to desnand legislation that
will hamper the anti-Tammany local
government in the discharge of its'
duties.
Inasmuch as Tammany usually

has a very considerable representa-
tion in the Legislature, the demands
of the organization are too often
granted. Only last year the detec¬
tives of Mr. Hylan's Polico Depart¬
ment were in Albany asking special
legislation in their interest. ln
years past, when Murphy controlled
the Legislature. ripper bills were
passed in ri»pid tucccssion, each
legislating Rcpublicans out of city
offices and replacing them with!
Tammany Democrats. There was
little home rule sentiment in Tam¬
many in those days.
Itmajr b*g»thtmdtxm OoTtmog

Miller's utterances that he despalrs
of any genuine home rule. His
hopelessness is natural. ldeal as it
is as a theory, it is not. likely "to
become a condition. Tho balance of
political power swings backward and
forward in municipal elections, and
the losers always rush to Albany
to pray that the winner be deprived
of at least a part of his spoils.
Tarnmany is for home rule to-day

because it happens to havo full con¬
trol of the city. It views any inter-
ference by the Legislature with the
city government as an unwarranted
usurpation of power. But as soon
as its grip is loosenod its leaders
will crowd the corridors of thcCapi-
to!, loudly clamoring for the sup-
pression of thc rule of reform by a

patriotic Legislature.
Similarly when roles are "reversed

and Tarnmany i.s in locnl control
a large section of the city's popula-
tion loudly crics out against pro-
posals to leave it alone with
Tarnmany, with no protection exeept
that which comes from Tammany's
sense of what is safe and moderate.

The Poincare Ministry
Before the war.in 1912-'13.M.

Poincare headed a French ministry
."the Ministry of All the Talents"
.which sensed the German danger
and preparod. at least partially, to
meet it. From January, 1913, to
January, 1920, he served as Presia
dent. IIo was an admirablc war ex¬
ecutive. Sinco 1920 ho has been a

Senator. Ho is an Academician as

well as a statesman. perhaps tho
most distinguished figurc in French
public life to-day.

His return to power as Premier
(President of the Council of Min-
isters) has been discounted for some
time past by French opinion. He
has been the most conspicuous cham¬
pion in the parliament of the policy
of enforeing the Treaty of Ver¬
sailles. particularly its reparation
section. While President he dis-
agreed with Clemenccau as to the
sufficiency of the treaty guaranties
which tho latter accepted for France.
He assumed the presidency of the
Reparation Commission with thc
purpose of standing out against. any
modification of reparation terms in
Germany's favor. He resigned that
post when he found that the com¬
mission was not to be a semi-inde-
pendent body, but was expected to
3-egister agreements reached from
time to time at meetings of the Al¬
lied Council.
M. Poincare has looked on the

Council proceedings at Boulogne,
Hythe, Spa, San Remo, Paris, Lon¬
don and Cannes as whittling away
France's just claims to military se-

curity and financial reimbursement.
He has criticized the many conces¬
sions at these gathcrings to the
theory that Germany cannot pay her
treaty obligations and ought to be
released from a part of them. He
has written and spoken with scorn
of the "Poor Germany!" plea and de-
nounced the Reich's self-promoted
bankruptcy as fraudulent.

Poincare and Millerand secii3 to
have broken with Briand moro par¬
ticularly on the issue of allowing
Soviet Russia to take a soat in the
Genoa economic conference. They
would also probably object to admit-
ting Germany to that, conference on
oqual terms. They reflect the. opin¬
ion of many Frenchmen that it is
superfiuous to talk of taking meas-
ures for the economic rehabilitation
of Germany and Russia while France
remains unrehabilitated.
The new ministry's policy will cvi-

dently be stiffer in its attitude
toward German reparation than Bri-
and's was. It will be more skeptical
of German protestations of insol-
vency. lt will favor standing pat on
tho reparation ultimatum of last
May, which Germany accepted. But
Poincare is a man of sober judgment.
as well as of large experience in
European politics. He is not likely
to break off abruptly the negotia¬
tions pursued at Cannes. His aim
will bo rather to give them a tuim
which he conceives to be more equi-
table to France.

The Sale of "The Post"
The New York newspaper fra-

ternity, with a feeling shared by the
general public, learns with pleasure
that the sale of "The New York Eve-
ning Post" is not to involve the dis-
continuance of the newspaper.
For more than a century, in good

periods and bad, "The Post" has!
been an integral part of the corn-
munity's life; and New York, with
its passion for change, is not so rich
in established institutions as to con-
templato with equanimity thc loss
of those which it has. Children
have been born, waxed to maturity,
and have passed to silence while
"The Post" went on, and although
all may not have read it, a great
army has admired and even revered
it. It has helped keep alive tradi¬
tions and ideals whose disappear-
ance would be a severe loss to
American life.
Thomas W. Lamont, who termi-

nates his ownership, tricd an ex¬
periment in journalism. He was a
proprictor who enacted, binding on
himself, a sclf-denying ordinance
which debarred him from personal
control. That hc has been true to
the rule he laid down for himself no
one who has watched the course of
the paper will deny. But that he
has been led to end tho experiment
and to retiro will cause little ror-
tjxiat ftmo-Bjc ne"w»p»per.-werkers. A

newspaper is a jealous mistress and
demands undividcd allegiance.
To Edwin P. Gay and thc group

of distinguished New Yorkers who
make up the now ownership felicita-
tions are to be extended on the op¬
portunity for public usefulness which
is opened to them. There is no

reason why under the. impetus of its
new ownership "The Post" should
not weather another century.

"Crime Wave" Factors
Unemployment Foremost, Is View of

Prison Wardens
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: I was surprised to note that
in the conference held in tho Senate
Chamber at Albany to consider thc
"crime wavo" and its causes not any
prominence-. indced, no mention, as far
as press report goes -wnn given to the
most obvious reaRon for increase in
prison population.namcly, unemploy¬
ment.
As a member of a committee in Mas-

sachusetts for state control of pcnal
institutions l have visited prisona
cvorywhere, and usually thc warden
paid: "Yes, my population is increas-
ing, and I look for no decrense till thc
employment situation looks up."

Prohibition ls being played up by
ita encmies, but thc wardens scldom
mention it except to praise it. In Bos-
ton, despite incrcasing arreats, we still
have about -10.000 less arrests for
rirunkenness than in the last normal
licensc year. As the local communities
Icarn to function in regard to law en¬
forcement thc problem will take care
of itself.

Incidentally, of course, discharging
young fcllows from thc navy with a

.45 caliber Colt rcvolvrr is certainly a

crime provokcr. Thc practice should
stop.
An article by Samuel Gompers has

been sent recently to legislative chair-
men of large women's organizations.
It is entitled "Abolish Unemployment."
It c.alls upon tho government to start
large public works, road building,
watcrways, reforestation, etc. Such a

plan, wisely and econosiiically managed,
would decreaso the present rising pris¬
on population probably faster than any
other one thing. Of course, decrcasing
our prison population steadily in the
years to come is another question.

ELIZABETH TILTON,
Member of Massachusetts Committee

for Stato Control of Pennl Insti¬
tutions.

Ossining, N. Y., Jan. 12, 1922.

The Garment Decision
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: I was interested in your edi¬
torial this morning in which you state
that Judgo Wagner has shown that all
aro equal before tho law, or, as you
put it, that thero is not one law for
thc cmployer and another for thc cm-

ployce.
I confess that. I am puzzled by lhis

statement. lt has seemed to me, on the
contrary, that if Judge Wagncr's de¬
cision holds. it is clearly demonstrated
that thcro is one law for thc cmployer
and another for tbe cmployee. As your
paper informs us, Judge Wagner has
ordered the employers to take back
the garment workers under the old
contract, lf your contcntion were cor¬
rect the law for thc cmployee would
order liii3i to go back to work when
hc broke his contract. Can you point
to a single case of this kind?
As a matter of fact, Judge Wagner's

decision 6trikes a lawyer as question-
able fto be consofrvative). Tlie com¬
mon law recognizes no power to cn-
force specific performance of a con¬
tract. lt leaves the discharged cm¬

ployee to his money damages. Equity
does somctimes enforce specific pei'-
formance, but only in rare cases and
with great care. Tn fact, the general
rule is that specific performance of a
contract for personal services will not
be cnt'orced in equity. (See, for in¬
stance, Porter vs. Murphy, 101, S. W.
658.) la it not clearly the right of any
man to rctiro from business? What of
forcing him to hire insolent and lazy
employees, then? H. S. MACKAYE.
New Yoi-k, Jan. 12, 1022.

Why "Bandits"?
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Why call them "bandits," as in]
romances and novcls? Why not call
them, as in old days, thugs, robbers and
thieves? They rather enjoy the term
"bandits" and feel elatcd. E. W. B.
New York, Jan. 0, 1922.

A Word From Missouri
(From. Thc Kan&aa City Timcx)

The police of New York have finally
hecn J'orccd to consider seriously
means of discouraging the practice of
gun toting in that frontier town. lt
nppcars from the police reports that a

great many New Yorkers go rodded all
the time. and that the frequency with
which citizens shoot it out on thc
streets and elsewhcre intcrfcres with
business and in giving the town a bad
name with prospective settlcrs.

This, of course, is the history of all
frontier boom towns to which lawless
elements are naturally attracted. But
New York is quite right in believing
that it is now getting big enough to
take on some of the aspects of a

permanent and settlcd community. That
ewcet disorder in her dress which the
poct Ilcrrick notcd as giving to femi-
nine beauty a wantonncss is attractive
in a town only for a very limited period
of its youth.
New York really is growing up now

and one looks for city ways there.
Other towns that used to go rodded and
do the mining camp act for visitors
have found city ways to pay in tha
long run. New York ought to clcct a
Sheriff who ahoots from thc hip and
go in for the law and order thing. It
will bo surprised how many more set¬
tlcrs it will get that way tnd how busi¬
ness will pick up.

A Recognized Joke
i From The WrMhington Poil)

A German psychologist says Ameri¬
cans have a perverted sense of humor.
Still, hell adniit that we laughed at the
idea that pip4tr li money.

MARTHA
"HMTARTIIA has been niy denrest friend

since college days,
Though after college I went on snd

took my medical degree,
Whilo Martha married and began to

raiso her sharo of future citizens.
A rather generoua nharo.
I never knew a better mind than

Martha's,
And it has always seemed to me a

shimio
To see her so absorbed in the dulb

deadening round
Of household duties.
And just as ofton as I can I go to

seo her,
To take her, ss she says,
A breath of outside air.
I ran in ycBtcrday, and sho was moro

tlian glad to see me.

"Sit down," she snid. "Sit down and
talk and talk,

And tell me all about yourself
And all thc intercating things you

have been doing."
And so I did.
Told her about thc medical convention
Where I had read a paper on

Exophthahnlc Goiter
That had been well recoired;
Doasted a bit about my growing prac¬

tice,
Ilow my new treatment for digestive

trouble.**
Was bolstcring up tlie bat.tercd inncr

wnrkings
Of sundry of the town's best people.
Whilo T was talklng
A great eommotton sounded on the

porch outside.
"Don't bo alarmed," said Martha.

"Schooi !s out."
Tbe door burst open
And children< big and little, came

trooping in.
Great, rosy, boislerous things,
They filled the room with noise and

lnughter;
They swarmed about their mother,
Smothering her in kisses and era-

braces,
And in hor ear they poured the story

of their day;
Laying their joys and triumphs on her

altar,
Bringing as to a healing shrine
Their little aorrows.

Great, rosy, boisterous thingi-
Beautiful things!
1 s.it there watching them.
Suddenly all the ills that flesh is

heir to
Goitcrs and tumors. stomachs, livers,

hearts,
Natural organs and excrescent

growths.
Seemed futile things on which to spend

a life.
I felt like some poor lamp
That burns on foolishly when day has

dawned. EDITH B. ALLEN.

Tolerance is one of our autatanding
qualittea and we're uilling to believe
(hot many rcspectablc viales, who aro
good to their familir.s, are wecring
these new soft. hats with the dinky little
feathcr on the side.

A young woman is demanding
"125,000 damagca because her senses of
hearing and taste were marred by a
fall. If she has to sleep ln N»-w York
and drink its water she'll have a hard
time convincing the jury.

THE FERVENT FEEDER
Oh, wrap me up well in a cravenelte

sheet;
And eover my cliair with Unoleum ueal!
For I'm going to dine, and determined

I am

The pie.er de rcsijstanee shall be the
steamed cla.m.

The Yale Daily Ne-vs has inipres3cd
some. one into starting a column in
that publication. We send him our

congratulationa and our envy; tlie
first, because it is a darned good
column; the second, because his job
will be over in June and ours -we drop
a crocodile tear.goes on and on till
September t.

RONDEAU
A muse was fashioned to be wooed;
With taet and passion to bo sued,
She is not one to whom a bard
Should look for help when thncs are

hard;
She sweeps no rooms; she cooks no

food.

Thalia, Euterpe.all the brood
Who round Apollo billed and coocd.
Hc sits, who sends you in this card,

A-musc.

With wits whose treads should bc re¬
newed

He seeka thc whimsoys, frcshly dewed,
You gave The Tower's erstwhile

guard;
Unsoilcd by use, new-born, unmarrcd

That. might tho venial or the prudo
Amusc.

Mr. Hylan, dclving into history,
speaks approvingly of Franklin. Is it
possible that Commissioner of History
Revision Hirshfield hasn't yet discov-
cred that Bcn's father wa3 English?
"Cut out booze and poker stuff,"

Ernest directs. "There aro more gen¬
eral and worthwhile things to bc funny
%bout."

Thia Ted-penciled command practi¬
cally spoils our entire day, coming, as
it does, right on tho verge of our an¬
nouncement to thc customers that H.
W. G. carols:

O wine!
lf whisky comes,
Can gin bc far behind?

Furthcrmore, A. G. has strained thc
Plattsburg-Ncw York postal service
with thc weighty information that our
chances of getting a royal flyah, pat,
aro 649,700 to 1. Which, through the
law of averages, convlnces us we must
be about due.

Consider, Ernest, thc universality of
at least one of thc topics you prohibit.
Obscrve the synura; a quietcr and more
unobtrusive person you'd never mtut
in a month of aubway travel. No one
had a word to say for or against him*--
Until h» get drunk. F. F. V.

MAKING A NEW BOOK TO TAKE THE PLACE OF THE
ONE BILL HOHENZOLLERN TORE UP

("opyrkhi, 1»22 N«w York Tribune Inc.
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Assurance for France
No Fear'of Germany if America and

Britain Plcdgc Aid
To the Editor of Tho Tribune.

Sir: In order to fairly judge the at-
titude assumcd by France in regard to
subrnarines we should t*-y to put our¬

selves in her place and briefly revicw
the situation as it stands to-day.

Twice, without the least justification
or excuse, France has been overrun,
robbed and devastated by a much more
powerful neighbor, and the flower of
her *munhood slaughtered and crippled.
When at last her ruthless foc was
overcomo with the help of thc Allies
and ourselves, nnd thc time came for
imposing terms on Germany, France,
by the advice of her military authori¬
ties, as a necessary measure of safety,
demanded the Rhine boundary. This
our representative strenuously ob¬
jected to, and thcreupon, upon his
promise, agreed to by the British, that
in case France were again wrongfully
attacked by Germany wo and they
would go to her rescuc, France yiclded,
and the present boundary was agreed
upon.

France having thus yiclded at our
request, are wc not in honor cstopped
from rcfusing to keep Lhe promise
which induced her to yield? It would
seem so. even if any risk for us were
involved; but there is none.

Germany would never, under any
eircumstances, venture to invade
France again with such an agreement
outstanding, and were it in force
France would not only at once heavily
reduce her army, enabling her to meet
her indebtedness, but could am) would
cut down her estimate for thc sub¬
rnarines necessary for her security. Thc
stabilizing effect of sucli an agreement
would not only great ly benefit the
signatory powers, but would extend to
all the countrics still at war.

Such an agreement would not be a
much dreaded "entangling alliance."
An entangling alliance is one thatbinds
two countries to support each other
and fight for each other under any and
all eircumstances. What France asked
was not an alliance, but simply a

proirfiso that in case she were again
wantonly attacked by Germany we
would get behind her.
France has been told unoflicially in

offhand fashion*. "Oh, if Germany as-
sails you again, of course wc will de¬
fend you, as we did this time." If wc
were in her place, with thc leaders of
Germany already teaching the rising
generation that all that has been taken
from them must be regained, would
wc be satisfied with such a vague safe
guard? Would we not feel that we

must maintain every meana of defense
to thc limit of our power? Would we
not expect and descrve great considera¬
tion, even if wo were overapprchensive
of danger?

Great Britain, it ls understood,
stands ready to enter into such an
agreement for a single purpose, not an
alliance, whenever we will. Why do
wo stand aJoof when it may result in
wrecking all hopo for any really valu¬
able results from the conference? It
appeara to bo from political timidity,
not to say cowardice; the fear of both
parties that "entangling alliance" may
bc hurled at them, and that the people
will not approve such an arrangement.
I believe they would. Try them; they
have never had a chance to say. Show
them what the bencficial results must
be and that the agreement would in-
volve no possible risk to the country
or them, and they will gladly assent
to it. I have taken every opportunity
to talk with people, men and women, in
yaried walks of lif*, on the subject,

and every one, without exception, haa
agreed that we should make the
promise.
Above all, whatever inay be the- out-

come, let ur not, ignoring all points of
view but our own, bring railing ac-
cusations against our old and gallant
ally and friend, no matter what to us
the provocatlon may seem to be.

ARCHIBALD HOPKINS.
Washington, D. (X, Jan. 11, 1922.

Picking on the Farmer
Eight-Hour-Day Bill Regarded as

Further Aggravation
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: In view of the present pressing
anxiety regarding the iinancial distress
of the agricultural community it seems
queer that a bill is now introduced in
the state Legisliture for an eight-hour
day to further aggravate one of the
farmer's most serious handicaps. Hia
hours of labor must be from 5 or 6
a. m. to 6 or 7 p. m., depending on the
class of farming.say twelve or thir¬
teen hours daily.to produce food or

clothing products for people who work
eight hours or less in supplying him
with store goods, machinery, railway
transportation, etc.

This explains in a large measure
why the farmer can barcly exist. Thc
unfairness is evident. The slacker is
thc mechanic and union labor of the
villagea and cities, who have in a

larger degree thc improvements and
benefits of civilization. Yet when it is
proposed to have a farmer reprcsenta-
tivo on the Federal Reserve Board a
howl of conspiracy goes up against the
so-called "agricultural bloc." As this
interest constitutcs over one-half our
population that has never been fully
represented, why should not the farmer
assert himself as in Canada to-day? No
other divergent interest in the United
States has ever assured him fair play.

It is up to the. farmer to assert him¬
self by his vote or as union labor, n
small but aggressive minority of the:
population, has done. Is thc demand
for a farmer on the Federal Reserve
Board comparable with the bulldozing
taetics employcd to pass the Adamson
law? With the growing education and
independence of the farmer and the
pressuro of his distress hc should
militantly forco hia just claims and
flght inimical legislation such as the
eight-hour law, taxation for subsidiz-
ing any clnss or industry and adverse
tariffs. The farmer has been patient
and non-militant long enough with lit¬
tle or no recognition or help. Now his
distress will compcl him to assert him¬
self or perish. BOYD EHLE.
East Cicek, N. Y., Jan. 12, 1922.

Subways to Finish
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Can't something bo done in the
matter of the dual subway plans? It
seems an outrageous condition that
several hundred thousand individuals
are suffering morning and evening,
both physically and in the loss of time,
while slight technicalitics delay the
completion of the subways.

I particularly have in mind the
Fourteenth Street Eastern District
route, which cannot be operatsd for
tho reason that approval is lacking in
tho matter of a requisition for funds
to buy cross-ties and railroad timber.
New York City has alrssdy invested
"13,000,000, which is lying idlc. From
every standpoint the delay is costly.
Work on the subways would give ern¬
ployment to a lot of men whose fam-
ilies need their earnings.

JACOB A. VOICE.
Brooklyna Jan, 12, 1922. .

More Truth Than P<jetry
By James J. Montafw

Jones
A great deal may be said in

praise of Jones, whose
energetic ways

And active life arouse my wife
To bursts of admiration.

He tends the furnace, feeds tht
eat, kecrps tabs upon hu
coat and hat,

And toils at night to gvOi
arigrht

The childrcn's education.

This fellow Jones is up at divm
to hoo the beets and
mow the lawn.

And rush about to carry ont
His husky helpmeefi

wishes.
.He's home at five, or six at most,

to put tlie chicken in t»
roast;

And. dinner done, he thinks it'l
fun

To wash and wipe thi
dishes.

He keeps his fliwer spick and
span, and he's his own
repairinp man.

He buys their meat and «!1
they eat

At most amazing prices;
For movic shows and gasolin*.

and all the luxuriea that
mean

So much to wives who lead
sad lives,

His salary suffices.

A great deal may be saidiii
praise of Jones, *;hoM
energetic ways

And active life arouse my *"'
To ardent admiration.

But I shall never condescend W
prai-e, make much of or
coiiimeiid , . .

These ways of his; thc fellow II
My pet abomination.

Incomplete Job
The movie people think thc W*»l»-

ington conference should also hart

scrapped thc censorships.

One of the Difficulties
Apparently Ireland has more ds-

tcrmination thau self-detenninatioi.

Almost as Expected
Every investigation into pri{M

discloses the fact that they .*.

high.
..Copyrlsht by James J. MonUfW

Reporting on Enforcement
To the Editor of Thc Tribune.

Sir: Just how much value there
to tho report of the Methodist EpW**
pal Church on the enforcement of f«*J
bibition as made public in The Tr**"*
to-day may be doubtful. Twenty tM*
sand beads of churches have *P°'T:
Why should the head of the Metho*"
Church in a town be considered an .

thority on the amount of liquor .".

illicitly in that town? Tbe Uy *^
ents as a body would be only » »

better, If it should chance that »«'

vidual members were better iB**0,,*kt
would they be entirely frank i« m

matter?
Durin* the past winter . *W"

squadrofc" waa for several dayt .***T
ing local citirens to obey th»'*Tj
law. If the law is so well ob*^d "

the aquadron? As a matter of !¦«»¦
one knows whether prohibition *

creases or decreases thc censumj?"0
of alcohol in this country. As **. ^
port very logically says in r****1*
private production, "it is . ».«.*
opinion." H.D.2"*
W»t4wfort»0»w» J«*10*vm -*f


